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About the Author 



Known by his simple and austere lifestyle, Fethullah 
Giilen, affectionately called Khodjaefendi by those who love 
him, is a scholar of remarkable proportions. He was bom in 
Erzurum, eastern Turkey, in 1938. Upon graduation from 
Divinity school in 1958, he obtained his license to preach and 
teach. Ever since, he has striven to communicate to society at 
large the importance of human understanding and tolerance 
in the quest to solve society’s ills and our spiritual needs. His 
social reform efforts, begun in the 1960s and showing no 
signs of stopping, have made him one of the most well- 
known and respected public figures in Turkey, and has led 
numerous people throughout the world to do their best to 
implement his vision. 

Though simple in outward appearance, he is considerably 
original in his ideas and activity. He embraces all humanity, 
and is deeply adverse to unbelief, injustice, and deviation. 
His belief and feelings are profound, as are his wise and ratio- 
nal ideas and approaches to problems. An example of love, 
ardor, and feeling, he remains extraordinarily balanced in 
thought, deed, and treatment of matters. 

Contemporary intellectuals and scholars in Turkey who 
know him, whether tacitly or explicitly, acknowledge 
Fethullah Giilen as one of the most serious and important 
thinkers and writers, and among the wisest activists, of twen- 
tieth-century Turkey. Some even attribute this status to him 
throughout the Muslim world. Despite this and his leadership 
of a new intellectual, social, and spiritual of Islam and its com- 
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munity, which has the potential to embrace a considerable part 
of the world, he considers himself no more than a humble ser- 
vant of God Almighty and a most modest friend among other 
people. Desire for fame is the same as show and ostentation, 
and is a poisonous honey extinguishing the spiritual liveliness 
of the heart, is one of the golden rules he follows. 

Giilen has spent his life trying to voice the cries and 
laments of Muslims, in particular, and of humanity, in gener- 
al, as well as their beliefs, hopes, and aspirations. While bear- 
ing his own sorrows, he feels crushed by the sorrows arising 
from the suffering of others. He feels each blow falling upon 
humanity as if it were delivered first to his own heart, and is 
so deeply and inwardly connected to creation that once he 
said: Whenever / see a leaf fall from its branch in autumn, I 
feel as much pain as if my arm were amputated. That is why 
he always suffers inwardly. 

A brief biography 

Fethullah Giilen was bom in Korucuk, Erzurum Province, 
Turkey. After completing his education, he was posted to 
Edime, where he began his career in teaching and providing 
religious and social service. He then fulfilled military service, 
returned to Edime to teach again, and then was transferred to 
Izmir, Turkey’s third largest province. This proved to be a 
turning point. Since childhood, he had dedicated himself to 
the religious life and taken a deep interest in the conditions of 
Muslims and of humanity in general. While in Izmir, he trav- 
eled from city to city to give lectures on subjects ranging from 
Darwinism to social justice in Islam, and visited places fre- 
quented by average people to convey his message. 

He had long dreamed of a young generation that would 
combine intellectual “enlightenment” with pure spirituality, 
wisdom, and continuous activism. Being extraordinarily 
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knowledgeable in religious and social sciences and quite 
familiar with the principles of material sciences, he instruct- 
ed his students in almost all of them. 

The first students who attended his courses in Izmir 
became the vanguard of the revived generation willing to 
serve his ideals. The small group attracted to his opinions by 
the end of 1960s has increased rapidly and steadily ever 
since. The generation captivated by his tears, sincerity, altru- 
ism, and love has served, and continues to serve, people with- 
out expecting any material reward. Having the support of the 
majority of the Turkish people, they preach, teach, and estab- 
lish private schools all over the world; publish books and 
magazines, dailies and weeklies; broadcast television and 
radio programs; fund scholarships for poor students; and 
avoid politics and political ambition. 

He is well-known for his ardent endeavor to strengthen 
bonds among all people, for, as he puts it so eloquently, the 
bonds that join us are far more than those that separate us. As 
a step toward this goal, he was a founding member of the 
Journalists’ and Writers’ Foundation, which promotes dia- 
logue and tolerance among all social strata and is welcomed 
warmly by almost everyone. On a personal level, he visits 
and receives leading Turkish and international figures. He 
also meets regularly with leading journalists, columnists, and 
intellectuals of all persuasions. 

One of his unequivocal beliefs is that if you wish to keep 
the masses under control, deprive them of knowledge, for 
only through knowledge can tyranny be overthrown. Totally 
dedicated to solving social problems, he believes that justice 
can only appear and be maintained through an adequate uni- 
versal education. Only this development will engender suffi- 
cient understanding and tolerance in society for the need to 
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respect the rights of others. To this end, he continually 
encourages society’s elite and local leaders, industrialists, 
and businesspeople in his community to support quality edu- 
cation for the needy. 

His tireless efforts have begun to bear fruit, as students 
graduating from the schools opened in Turkey and Central 
Asia have taken top honors in university placement tests and 
consistently finish at the top in International Knowledge 
Olympics. These schools, all of which are financed by private 
donations and run as trusts, already have produced a number 
of world champions, especially in physics, chemistry, biolo- 
gy, and mathematics. 

Gtilen maintains that if a nation wishes to remain igno- 
rant and free, while others enter a state of civilization, it 
expects what has never been and can never be. In the area of 
education, he has inspired the use of mass media, notably 
television, to inform the public, especially those without a 
formal education, of pressing social matters. He believes that 
democracy, as a political and governing system and despite 
its shortcomings, is the only viable choice at this time. We 
must make it work, for people shall always demand freedom 
of choice when it comes to their own affairs and how they 
express their spiritual and religious values. 

Do not despair in the face of adversity, and do not yield 
to anarchists, he emphasizes time and again, and never 
despair, for despair buries human progress, kills the will to 
succeed, and chokes and drowns us. 

Perceiving a positive change in the global spiritual cli- 
mate, he is optimistic about the future. He envisions a twenty- 
first century of spiritual dynamism that will dust off our long- 
dormant moral values, an age of tolerance and understanding 
leading to the cooperation of civilizations. The human spirit 
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shall triumph on the way to intercivilizational dialogue and 
the sharing of values. 

Giilen bridges the past with his view of the future. His 
deep desire to solve social problems presents itself, in his writ- 
ings, as a row of sentences set one after another like priceless 
pearls on a string. In his inimitable style and choice of vocab- 
ulary, he offers a way out of the “material quicksand” in which 
we find ourselves today. 

People today are searching for their Creator and the pur- 
pose of their creation, Giilen contends. We ask such questions 
as Why was I bom? What is the purpose of my life? What is 
the meaning of death, and what does it demand from me?, 
and he provides practical and convincing answers. In his 
speeches and writings, one encounters statements like: 
Humanity has come to a crossroads: one leads to despair, the 
other to salvation. May God give us the wisdom to make the 
right choice. He also discusses how we can search for the 
truth. 

He does not believe that there is any material shortage in 
the world, and sees no justifiable reason why millions of peo- 
ple should starve to death. Calling for inequitably distributed 
wealth to be channeled through private charities to the needy, 
he has spearheaded the establishment of charitable organiza- 
tions to help the needy directly. 

A unique social reformer, Giilen has synthesized positive 
science with divinity by reconciling their “differences.” In his 
writings and public speeches, he brings the ideologies and 
philosophies of the East and the West closer together. He 
states that the days of gaining supporters through brute force 
are over, for in today’s enlightened world persuasion and con- 
vincing argument are what count: Those who resort to brute 
force to reach their goal are intellectually bankrupt souls. 
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In our daily life, we must maintain the delicate balance 
between material and spiritual values if we want to enjoy 
serenity and true happiness. Thus, we must guard against 
unbridled greed. 

A true leader who leads by example, he lives as he 
preaches and thus presents humanity with an ideal model to 
emulate. As a student of hadith, tafsir (Quranic commen- 
tary), fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence), Sufism, and philosophy he 
occupies his rightful place among his contemporaries in the 
Islamic sciences. 

His works 

Fethullah Giilen has passed his life in studying, teach- 
ing, traveling, writing, and speaking in order to alleviate the 
suffering engendered by the spiritual wasteland of the twen- 
tieth century. He contributes to several journals and maga- 
zines, and writes the editorials for Yeni Umit, Sizinti, 
Yagmur, and The Fountain magazines. His sermons and dis- 
courses have been recorded on thousands of tape and video 
cassettes, and many books have been compiled from his 
articles, sermons, and answers to questions. Some of his 
books are as follows: 

• Asnn Getirdigi Tereddiitler (4 vols.; vol. 1 has appeared 
as Questions and Answers about Faith) 

• Kalbin Ziimrut Tepeleri (translated as :Key Concepts in 
the Practice of Sufism) 

• Gag ve Nesil (This Era and the Young Generation) 

• Olqix veya Yoldaki Iyiklar (4 vols.; vol. 1 has appeared as 
Pearls of Wisdom) 

• Zamanin Altin Dilimi (The Golden Part of Time) 




About the Author 



vii 

• Renkler Kwjaginda Hakikat Tomurcuklan (2 vols.; vol. 1 
has appeared as Truth through Colors) 

• Kink Mizrap (Broken Plectrum), a collection of verse 



• Fatiha Ozerine Miilahazalar (Reflections on Surat al- 
Fatiha) 

• Sonsuz Nur (2 vols., Prophet Muhammad: Aspects of His 
Life) 

• Yitirilmi.s Cennet’e Dogru (Towards the Lost Paradise) 

• inancin Golgesinde (The Essentials of Islamic Faith). 

Some of his books, such as Asrin Getirdigi Tereddiitler, 
inancin Golgesinde, Sonsuz Nur, Kink Mizrap, have been 
translated into German, Russian, Albanian, and Bulgarian. 

The present book is a compilation of the sermons he gave 
every Friday of 1989 to introduce young people to Prophet 
Muhammad in all his aspects. In this translation, to be pub- 
lished in two volumes, you will meet the Rahmat li al- 
‘Alamin (the Mercy for all the worlds) as Prophet, educator, 
statesman, commander, sociologist, economist, psychologist, 
moralist, preacher, orator, father, and husband; a most hum- 
ble, compassionate, brave, wise, gracious, gentle, and truth- 
ful member of humanity; and the most sincere and beloved 
servant of God. Also, you will find out how to follow his 
example. 




A General Introduction 



I would like to introduce the reader to the exemplary life 
of the blessed Prophet Muhammad' and his distinguished, 
exalted personality. The “water of life” for the salvation of 
humanity should be made known to everyone. 

Prophet Muhammad is the pride of humanity. For the past 
14 centuries, many thinkers, philosophers, scientists, and 
scholars, each a radiant star in our intellectual world, have 
stood behind him in respect and admiration, and taken pride 
in belonging to his community. 

It is enough to appreciate and understand his greatness 
that even after so many attacks, we still hear the words “1 bear 
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God” from 
minarets five times a day. We rejoice while his name is being 
proclaimed from minarets, as do the dead and other spiritual 
beings. Despite concerted efforts to corrupt our young people 
and lead them astray, they continue to hasten to him, although 
they cannot perceive the full reality of Muhammad. 



1 In any publication dealing with the Prophet Muhammad, his name or 
title is followed by the phrase “upon him be peace and blessings,” to show 
our respect for him and because it is a religious requirement to do so. A 
similar phrase is used for his Companions and other illustrious Muslims: 
“May God be pleased with him (or her).” However, as this practice might 
be distracting to non-Muslim readers, these phrases do not appear in this 
book, on the understanding that they are assumed and that no disrespect 
is intended. 
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Time has not caused us to forget the truth about him. He 
is so fresh in my mind that if I mention his holy name, it is as 
if I am about to meet him. Once, while on pilgrimage to his 
radiant city, Madina, I felt that he was about to appear and 
welcome us. As time progresses, some thoughts become 
obsolete, but he remains as fresh as a rosebud in our hearts. 
And so whenever we hear his name mentioned from the 
minaret, we immediately abandon our work and, accepting his 
invitation, hasten to mosque. 

If we had been allowed to describe him as others have 
been described, if we had used the social and educational 
institutions, then perhaps our young people would be follow- 
ing his way. Despite our shortcomings, many pick up their 
“glasses” and run to fill them from this “pure spring.” In 
every part of the world, including the United States, England, 
France, and Germany, an Islamic revival is occurring. 
Muslims are sowing these lands with the seeds of a happy 
future. Islam is everywhere healthy and flourishing as it did 
during the Time of Happiness — the time of Muhammad. 

The same is true of predominantly Muslim lands. Those 
Muslims whose devotion to Islam was largely unconscious 
and devoid of deep perception or research have given way to 
a new generation who are consciously following Muhammad 
in the light of science and advances in knowledge. Those who 
were previously exploiting schools and universities on behalf 
of unbelief are now running to him. Even such well-known 
people as Maurice Bucaille and Roger Garaudy have seen the 
falsehood of their systems and are hastening to him. 2 



2 Maurice Bucaille is a French physician and scientist who accepted Islam 
about 25 years ago. Roger Garaudy is one of the ideologues of commu- 
nism of our age, and a previous general secretary of the French Communist 
Party. He chose Islam about 20 years ago. 
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Muhammad as the most beloved of hearts 

I wonder whether we have fully recognized the most 
beloved of hearts. Even I, who have been performing five 
daily prayers since the age of 5 and striving to be a servant at 
his door, wonder if I can recognize him. Have we been able 
to enthuse love into the hearts of our recent generations by 
describing the ultimate source of all love and enthusiasm? 

If only humanity had known Muhammad, they would 
have fallen in love with him as Majnun fell in love with 
Layla. 3 Whenever his name is mentioned, they would tremble 
with joy in anticipation of entering the ethos that surrounds 
him and those following his way wholeheartedly. 

We can love only those whom we know and only to the 
extent of our knowledge. Our enemies have tried to make us 
forget him, to ensure that his name is no longer mentioned. 
Since he is supported by God, all obstacles have been tom 
down, and the younger generation submits to him as joyfully 
as one dying of thirst does upon finding water. His mighty 
tenderness and compassion will embrace every “thirsty” per- 
son who comes to him. 

You must have noticed that when you come to the Friday 
prayers, the congregation consists mainly of young people. 
Have you ever asked why, despite the prevalence of mis- 
guidance and rebellion, young people come to mosques and 
sit despite cold and other difficulties? There is only one 
attraction: Muhammad. Whether we can grasp it or not, souls 
and hearts rush to him as moths to a candle. Even those “win- 
ter flies” who have not been so fortunate will soon turn to 
him. Scientists and great thinkers will study him. Those who 



' Majnun and Layla are two legendary figures in who loved each other 
very deeply. (Tr.) 





